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PUBLICATION OF THE NIAGARA FRONTIER CHAPTER NRHSNC.

Editor: John C. Dahl Emaihewsletter@nfcnrhs.com

The meeting of the Chapter will be held on Friddgyember 9, 2018 at 8:00 PM at the Degraff Comnyunit
Center, 139 Division St., North Tonawanda, NY.

OLD=RARE=OBSCURE

Was this the largest object ever moved by railroad?

Where in WNY could a loaded flatcar be moved 265" without
turning a wheel?

What major passenger railroad just celebrated its 50th year?

Where is the largest railroad station you never heard of?

What upstate NY railroad had 11,000v AC catenary?

Running today: A 39-mile, third rail interurban with cars built in 1913

Where can dozens of 3-phase, third rail, locomotives be found?

Yes, it's a different kind of Chapter Program, but you will (probably)
like it! Come to the November meeting and be amazed!

Join us as Tony Schill presents a program quitieany other we have recently
seen. Bring a friend, let’s fill the meeting rooondapacity! It will be railroading
fun for all....guaranteed!
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

This time of year the calendar seems to be aatéligrlike the
20" Century Limited leaving Chicago. The next thing you know that
jolly guy in the red suit will be advertised.

Sunday November 1is Veterans Day and on behalf of the
Membership and the Board of Directors, to our Caaptembers who
are Veterans,Thank You for your Service”.

Next month we will be publishing a list of Candieafor the
Board of Directors to be elected at the Decembaatimg. Becky will
read the report of the Nominating Committee.

We will be going to the WNYRHS Train Show at thergeounds in November, and for that we could
use some help both at the table and hauling amgliegiin our stuff in on Saturday morning. We haveart,
but it's very busy in there during that period amel have a lot to carry in. We have our 2019 Chaptendar,
Gorge Books and lots of magazines to sell, bubhtbee important thing is the public exposure. Tradkio the
public about our mission is the reason to be there.

Now that the season is less about mowing and nimetdalk of snowing, we are still making some
progress on projects. The second group of digitfites are back now in our library, with a thirdt se
progress. Thanks again to John Dahl for oversaisgThe January program will be from the film<sBot
Kessel which were digitized as part of this praj&@u won'’t see those anywhere else.

The Museum will continue to be open whenever tiaeeeany of us there. Visitors continue to come in,
even though we don’t put the open sign out afterethd of September. We will continue with our restion
work until we can’t get in anymore because of thevs Marcus is still working on the floor of NYC @Q5. In
the station, Dennis Hurley is rebuilding the windoext to the south end door. We have also closeldan
number four on the Oliver Street side of the stadod will use the door on door number five. Thi alow
us to bring in materials for the Archive room exgian. We have engaged Niagara Construction of Lotkp
install aluminum storm windows on EL-2. This isfggdone with grant money. They have also painted th
upper crown molding where it meets the roof andedsmme interior structural work. Steve Frey anaderup
in their scissors lift and took some pictures. Tdig gave us a chance to look at the conditidhefoof. It
was redone early in 2004 and looks to be in goagashWork continues and we anticipate this stadpeto
completed this year. We will keep you updated, vidhcoverage in the December ESX.

Winter walk is coming early in December, we will ¢ygen for the day and decorated in the Holiday
Spirit. The Lionel layout at the Museum has beduarbeshed by Bob and Nancy Andrycha and some new
equipment has been added. We hope the experiesegioly and running the trains will encourage td n
generation of railfans to join us. Come and sderiihg the kids.

Please call Becky at 434 5665 if you can help eitiher with the train show or Winterwalk or both.

Until then, I'll see you at the meeting.

9im Ball



A WHOLE GASOLINE
MCKEEN MOTOR CAR

TRAIN IN ONE
CAR'!

Tony Schill
PART 4

BUILT AT OMAHA NEBRASKA,

A WHOLE TRAIN IN ONE CAR

The fourth and final railroad in New York to operat McKeen car was the Central New York Southehichv
extended from Ithaca to Auburn. A predecessor cappghe New York, Lansing & Auburn, also known he t
Ithaca-Auburn Short Line, was opened for the er#iitenile distance between Ithaca and Auburn in 1908

; g - i
ITHACA - AUBURN SHORT LINE
TYPE OF TRAIN REPLACED BY MOTOR CAR

Originally planned as a third rail interurban,
the railroad was effectively divided into two
parts by the formidable grade up the very
steep hill just north of Ithaca. The southern
part was between Ithaca and South Lansing,
seven miles, which was electrified with
overhead wire and operated with streetcars
leased from the Ithaca Street Railway. The
other section, between South Lansing and
Auburn, was operated with steam
locomotives. Through passengers had to
change at South Lansing
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ITHACA-AUBURN SHORT LINE.

ROGER B. WILLIAMS, Jr,, President, Ithaca, N.¥.
CHAS., E. HOTCHEISS, Gen. Uounsel, #4 Nassan St., New York, N.¥.
H. A, CLARKE, Hecretary and Gen. Manager, Ithaca, N.%.
T. P, OLANCY, Treasurer and Purchaging Agent, » -
(Operated by steam from Auburn to South Lansing;: from South
Lansing to [thaca aperated by electricity.)
American Express Company.
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CENTRAL NEW YORK SOUTHERN RAILROAD. !
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Due to steep grade at Ithaca the railroad was artal@ffectively compete for freight traffic withe roughly-

parallel line of the Lehigh Valley. It did somewHmtter with passenger service, since it offeredenfrequent
service than the Lehigh, but nevertheless finarstiatess was never achieved. The company failéglig and
was succeeded by the Central New York Souther®14 1

The CNYS was able to improve the alignment up ihelthaca to reduce the grade to the point &heains
could operate over the entire line, thereby elimingathe change of trains at South Lansing. Thieoad also
purchased two McKeen cars to replace steam-haaleskepger locals (steam continued to be used ighfre

trains).

Unfortunately for the CNYS, the grade change
and use of McKeen cars did not change the
basic issue it faced, which was that of a small,
financially weak company directly competing
with the mighty Lehigh Valley. The CNYS

was not helped by the difficult winter
conditions common to the Ithaca area. In any
case, the Central New York Southern became
insolvent and the last trains operated on
October 31, 1923. In 1925 the railroad,
including the two McKeen cars, was scrapped.



One might think that the two
McKeen cars, then only 10 years
old, would have found a home
elsewhere. But by then the
country was awash with used
McKeen cars of dubious
reputation, and no buyer came
forward.
The fact is, the first-generation
internal combustion motor cars,
produced mainly by two major
builders, McKeen and General
Electric, never lived up to
railroad expectations. After WWI
the new motor car business more
: or less disappeared for about five
CENTRAL NEW YORK SOUTHERN 102 years, until the first second-
generation cars were rolled out
by the new Electro-Motive Corporation. By the 1&820’s the newer, more-reliable products of EMC atimr
builders were being purchased in increasing nunersilroads still eager to solve the economidopgm of
the steam-hauled local passenger train. And ttoditi@m would indeed be eventually solved, once andlf—
but by discontinuing the service.

McKeen’s other offerings
In addition to motor cars, the McKeen company hwilpowered trailer cars of various types, loconestiand
even highway coaches and weed-burners. Here are sxamples.
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o The Union Pacific owned 89 McKeen cars, including first
Gasoline ) one built and the last one to operate in railrcagtise. Many UP
" cars (and those of other railroads as well) weleilein the

LOC 0 M 0 TIVE S 1920’s and 30’s with upgraded engines (such asthagle by
Winton) and with the original mechanical drive ag#d with
electrical drive. These improvements helped sometcahave
very long lives. UP M-16, built for the Oregon Shbine in
1911, was bought by the UP in 1917 and re-engiseigas-
electric in 1926. It survived through WW2 and wak working

prairie branch liners in 1948. The M-16 was strick®m the
roster in September, 1952—the very last McKeen

200, 300 and 500 Horsepower

FREIGHT SWITCHING

McKeen Motor Car Co.

Omaha, Neb.

Motor Car Service.
Daily to Callaway and Return.

Leave Kearneyat 7.10a, m. Arrive Callawayat 1033 m
Leave Callaway at 12.25p.m. Arrive Kearney " 325 p n
Via Union Pacific
For Information Irquire of
E. M. WELLMAN, Agent.

UNION PACIFIC M16, LAST McKEEN CAR IN RAILROAD
SERVICE. SEEN HERE IN KANSAS IN 1948, SCRAPPED
IN 1952.

Want to ride a McKeen car today? Head west to @a@ty, Nevada, and the Nevada Styate Railroad
Museum. It's worth the trip! In 1910 the VirginkaTruckee Railroad in Nevada purchased a 70 fost ga
powered McKeen motor car to provide twice-a-dayspager service between Minden and Carson City.

In 1932 the McKeen car was rebuilt in the shop$ witpanded mail and express space, and placedvinese

all the way from Reno to Minden, making a roun@ tsnce per day. The car made its last run in Sepgem
1945.



In 1946 the body was sold to become a
diner, and later a plumbing supply office. It
was donated to the Nevada State Railroad
Museum in early 1996. The official

- unveiling of the restored car (now with a
new engine and electric drive) was on May
9, 2010, one hundred years exactly from the
date it was delivered to the Virginia &
Truckee Railroad. The car is now operated
for rides on a regular basis-check the NSRM
website for details. V&T 22 in service (left)
and as it appears today at the Nevada State
Railroad Museum (below).

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The list of officer candidates for 2019 will be pished in the December 2018 ESX with the electiocuoring
at the meeting. New volunteers are always welcametact President Jim Ball if you are interesteddrving
on the board or on any aspect such as programyaéish, calendar / publications, etc.

ON THE TRACK AHEAD

December will feature our annual Member’s Photohiligveryone is welcome to show photos. Pleasé tomi
about 15 minutes per person so that all will hawe tto participate. We will have both a 35mm siulejector
available as well as a digital projector with souD@jital users should bring photos / video on armogy stick
(USB thumb drive). This show is always fun and witise out the 2018 program season.
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SOME RAILWAY STATION VIEWS IN LONDON, ENGLAND - P&t 2
Photos by Jon Rothenmeyer | - - _

o | (]
Paddington Station, London A
P > ~_~\: ‘9.9

ugust 23
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SOME RAILWAY STATION VIEWS (continued)

point located in Didcot, Oxfordshire, England jast5 minute ride by train from Paddington. Homé&®
Great Western Railway Society, the museum feaseesral operable steam locomotives, includinge rar
“steam-motor” a steam-propelled coach and trarlemf1912. Below, the fireman has the daunting tdsk
filling the tank of engine #3, “Captain Baxter” Wi garden hose as it simmers between short rutieeon
museum loop track. A set of beautifully restoredtagie &' class carriages made up its train. Both photos
August 25, 2018.
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CHAPTER CALENDAR

NOV 9 Regular meeting, at Degraff Community Cen8eP,M. Tony Schill presents Old — Rare —
Obscure

NOV 10 & 11  0-4-0 T Viscose #6 will haul passengecursions from Hamburg, NY to North Collins, NY.
Sponsored by Buffalo, Cattaraugus & Jamestown 8deailway. Ticket info online at
https://www.bcjrailroad.com

NOV 17 & 18  WNYRHS holiday Train Show Hamburg, N€hapter table needs volunteers.

DEC 14 Regular meeting, at Degraff Community Cer@8é?M. Member’'s Photo Night. Traditional
slides and also digital photos / digital videos\astcome.

The Niagara Frontier Chapter NRHS, Inc. is a 5013k publicly supported organization.
Contributions may be deductible for income tax jsgs in accordance with the Internal Revenue Servic

*** IMPORTANT REMINDERS*** If you receive hardcopy of the ESX and your mgiladdress changes
please send to the attention of Neal Kerin soytbat Empire State Express can be addressed properly
Likewise, if your email address changes for angoeaplease let Tony Schill know by sending ithte t
newsletter@nfcnrhs.coMHANK YOU

The Empire Sate Express is mailed free to all members of the Niagara Resr€hapter NRHS, Inc. Anyone
who is not a Chapter / NRHS member may rec&heEmpire Sate Express by mail at a subscription rate of
$35.00 a year postpaid, e-mail rate $25.00. Pleastact the Chapter at PO Box 1043, North Tonawadia
14120 for details.
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